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Washington has begun the long, hard push toward economic recovery. Our state should 
fare better than many of our competitors. Our anchor companies are strong and 

Washington ranks among the top states in the nation in private sector job creation. However, a 
great deal of economic uncertainty remains – both globally and domestically – and the risk to 
recovery is great. Economic growth is expected to be modest in 2013 and the state is already 
projecting a significant budget shortfall for the next biennium. In this environment, the work to 
reset and transform state government must continue with lawmakers focused on delivery of 
services that support economic vitality. 

Our goal is to make Washington a top 10 state in quality of life and ensure it is not one 
of the most expensive states in which to do business. To do that, Washington must 

refocus on the fundamentals of effective government. The state budget must be balanced and 
sustainable. The education system must prepare today’s young people for tomorrow’s jobs. The 
transportation system must be reliable and efficient. Business costs must be competitive.

IN 2013, THE ROUNDTABLE WILL FOCUS ON MAKING 
PROGRESS IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS: 

PURSUE A SUSTAINABLE STATE BUDGET THAT ENABLES  
WASHINGTON TO INVEST IN SERVICES THAT FOSTER  
COMPETITIVENESS AND DRIVE ECONOMIC GROWTH.

The Roundtable’s top priority in 2013 is enactment of a sustainable, priorities-based biennial 

budget with an adequate reserve. Achieving this goal will require additional sustainability reforms 

and reliable forecasting. The Thrive Washington research series, a joint project with the Washington 

Research Council, continues to provide significant reform ideas that, if enacted, will lower the 

long-term cost curve for state services and enable the state to focus investment in areas – such as 

education or infrastructure – that will drive long-term prosperity and improve quality of life. 

PURSUE AN EDUCATION SYSTEM THAT PREPARES 
EVERY STUDENT FOR COLLEGE AND CAREER.

The most important thing our state can do to ensure a better future for Washington is provide a 

quality education for all students. In 2013, the Roundtable will continue to work to ensure every 

student has great teachers, graduates from high school career- and college-ready, and has 

access to high quality postsecondary education. To achieve these long-term goals, the state 

must adopt an accountability system that fully meets requirements outlined in the state’s federal 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act waiver, is anchored in student outcomes, links to 

school funding decisions, and provides remedies for schools identified as failing. The state must 

also continue to implement the new teacher and principal evaluation model, phase-in use of the 

Common Core Standards and Assessments, and adopt the Next Generation Science Standards 

and Assessments.
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PRIORITIES FOR 2013 (CONTINUED): 

ENSURE OUR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS ARE 
PREPARED TO DEVELOP TALENT AND FOSTER INNOVATION.

Our state’s higher education system helps Washington citizens achieve their potential and 

serves as a catalyst for economic vitality. Lawmakers must prioritize postsecondary education in 

2013, working to increase public and private investment while focusing on quality and efficiency 

throughout the higher education system.

MAINTAIN AND OPERATE AN EFFICIENT TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM, 
FOCUSED ON MOBILITY AND RELIABILITY.

A functional, reliable transportation infrastructure is the foundation for a vibrant state economy.  

With system use on the rise and new revenue from past state investments now dedicated to debt 

service, our state is facing an immense backlog of underfunded and unfunded transportation 

projects. The state must get back to basics in 2013 by making new investments that ensure the 

existing transportation system functions effectively. Lawmakers should pass a package in Olympia 

that will invest in operation, maintenance and preservation of the existing system; complete 

projects already underway; and improve freight mobility and system reliability.

ENSURE BUSINESS COSTS AND 
REGULATORY POLICIES ARE COMPETITIVE.

Washington has the highest workers’ compensation benefit levels in the nation. This puts 

employers operating here at a competitive disadvantage and discourages job creation. Lawmakers 

must protect recent improvements and avoid efforts to raise the cost of doing business in 2013. 

Additional reforms are needed to improve state competitiveness.


